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Randy Edwards, for the family of Jamie Webb: The road was resurfaced at a cost of $1.8 million,
but the short strip that was the source of the problem could have been fixed for about $200,000.
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FAMILY OF WOMAN KILLED on same stretch of highway
that was cited in separate settlement to receive $1 million

KATHERYN HAYES TUCKER
ktucker@alm.com

FORTHE SECOND TIME thismonth,
the Georgia Department of Transporta-
tion has agreed to pay a seven-figure set-
tlement because of an accident caused by
the same stretch of dangerous roadway
in Cherokee County. Together, the two
settlements total $2.5 million. Plaintiffs’
lawyers say the DOT was warned by
county officials before the accidents that
the roadway was dangerous and could
have made repairs for $200,000.

The latest settlement, negotiated
before alawsuit was filed, pays $1 million

to the family of a 21-year-old mother who
was killed on Highway 20 west of Can-
ton,according to the family’s attorney, R.
Randy Edwards of Cochran & Edwards
in Smyrna.

Edwards said the DOT agreed to
the settlement with the estate of Jamie
Leighann Webb, who was killed when
her westbound car hydroplaned on a
slick, wet stretch of pavement known as
Knox Bridge Highway between Knox
Bridge and Fields Chapel Road and hita
tractor-trailer truck headed east.

She was rushed by ambulance to Ken-
nestone Hospital. “She lost control of the

See GDOT, page 8
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